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PART 1: FIGURES

I. The Testimony of the Spade

In saecula saeculorum.

In 1908, a workman digging in soft soil
struck stone with his blade,

and from the ground he pulled

a tiny stone woman, smaller than his palm.

Twenty thousand years separate us
from the carver of that stone,

but we can feel her hands

cupped around the figure.

We can feel her concentrating

as she shaped its details.

Maybe it was a prayer,

or a mirror of her own braided hair
and soft, rounded features.

We don’t know her name,

we can’t see her face,

but we know who she is.

Behind us in our path we cast

The broken potsherds of the past,
And all are ground to dust at last,
And trodden into clay.!

II. The Doll

She couldn’t see herself in the doll,
with its perfect hair

and wasp-like waist.

So she cut off its locks

and scribbled on it with a pen,
and pulled its head clean off—
much better!

Now its corpse is in a box
tucked away in the attic,

an artifact of her childhood,
frozen in polyvinyl chloride.

PART 2: BEQUESTS

I. The Last Will and Testament

In the name of God, Amen,

I, being sick and weak in body

but of sound disposing mind and memory,

and considering the certainty of death,

do make my last will and testament

in manner following, that is to say:

First I commend my soul to God,

my body I resign to the earth

to be buried at the discretion of my executors.
I give, devise and bequeath:

ITEM my great Bible,

ITEM my gold watch,

ITEM my silver shoe buckle and my silver buttons,
ITEM five tablespoons,

ITEM my house and lot of ground,

ITEM my coat and jacket,

ITEM my brass kettles and my bell metal pots.
But if she shall happen to marry again,

then it is my mind and will

that all right in my bequest hereby made to her
shall from thenceforth cease and terminate.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto

set my hand and seal.?

! Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, The Song of the Potter.

2 Texts excerpted from the wills of Abraham Carpenter
(1708), George Passage (1752), James Arbuckle (1761),
Adam Stricker (1775), Daniel Williams (1794).

Cover art by Cate Marcelli.



II. The Things He’d Leave Behind

The doctor’s face was grey

when she broke the news to him.

For a moment, his hands shook

and his head whirled.

But instead of breaking down,

he called his lawyer and made a list

of all the things he’d leave behind.
Somehow, he found comfort in knowing
these things would be in good hands
after he was gone.

PART 3: DEPOSITS

I. The Ledger

The mud in Crawford Lake

is a record of our deeds,

a ledger with bands of light and dark
that mark our years:

algae and chalk,

then pollen from crops,

then ash and fallout and plastic particles
deposited in layers and layers,

faster and faster.

A scientist can point to a laminated stripe
and name the moment,

like an accusation.

Our deposits earn interest,

and the lake bed waits

for a day of accounting,

in saecula saeculorum.

II. The Engagement

She cried with joy

when the ring slipped onto her finger,
but little by little,

it felt heavier and heavier

and tighter and tighter,

until one day, after a screaming fight
on a rain-drenched street corner,

she wrenched it off,

and threw it in a sewer grate.

And as the gold and brilliant-cut diamond
plummeted into the silt,

she vowed she would never think of it again.

PART 4: VESSELS

I. Great and Noble Jars

His name was David Drake—
Dave the Potter.

Dave made great and noble jars

in Edgefield, South Carolina,
where reading and writing

were forbidden by law.

But Dave had skills,

and on his clay, in cursive,

he inscribed his name and thoughts,
defying rules, defying obscurity.

1 made this jar for cash,
though it's called lucre trash.

I made this jar all of cross,
if you don't repent, you will be lost.

A better thing I never saw
when I shot off the lion's jaw.

Give me silver, or either gold,
though they are dangers to our soul.
Horses, mules and hogs:
all our cows is in the bogs.

There they shall ever stay
till the buzzards take them away.
This noble jar will hold twenty,
fill it with silver, then you'll have plenty.

I wonder where is all my relation?

Friendship to all—and every nation.?

II. World’s Greatest Dad

A gift arrived in the mail the day she was born.

He can’t remember who sent it—

maybe it was his brother-in-law

or one of his aunts:

a cheap China mug, proclaiming:
“World’s Greatest Dad,”

and he swore it would be true.

He filled it with coffee on sleepless nights
as he rocked her in his arms.

He reached for it as he made her breakfast
and learned to braid hair

and answered her questions.

Over the years, it chipped and cracked,
and the handle fell off,

and one day, it was left in the garden
between overgrown rose bushes,

where it sank into the earth.

The mug was lost,

but the words lived forever,

in saecula saeculorum:

World’s Greatest Dad.

3 Texts from the pots of David Drake, inscribed

1836-1857
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PART 2: BEQUESTS
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PART 3: DEPOSITS
II. The Engagement

Melissa Dunphy
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Part 4: VESSELS
I. Great and Noble Jars

Melissa Dunphy
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PART 4: VESSELS
II. World's Greatest Dad
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Piano-vocal
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Piano-vocal
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