
Canticum Novum

for SATB choir and orchestra

6.5 min

Music by Melissa Dunphy

Text by Ryan Heller and Philip Barnes

2025

Commissioned by Cindy Hager and Richard Metzger

in honor of Chorus Austin's 60th Anniversary

Ryan Heller, Artistic Director and Conductor



O quam vita splendeat!

Let us each carry beauty’s light,

The beating heart of the world in one rhythm,

Celebrating the wondrous harmony

of many tongues united in song.

Tellus Mater floruit,

Et mirabilia generat;

Mille flores tradidit                                  

Quo delectemur colore.

We praise life, we praise love. 

May we always live in glorious light.

Vivamus semper in luce                         

Mundi tam mirabilis.   

Carmen nostrum nunc cantandum!         

Gaudete!

We sing a new song!

Cover image: "Bluebonnets at Camp Mabry on March 7, 2023" by Karen Walco..
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Instrumentation

Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

English Horn

2 Clarinets in Bb

Bass Clarinet in Bb

2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C

3 Trombones

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion (3 players)

Bass Drum

Suspended cymbal

Crash cymbals

Tam-tam

Triangle

Glockenspiel

Chimes

Celesta

Piano

Strings

O how my life should shine!

Earth, our Mother, has flowered

And produces wonderful things

She has given a thousand blooms

By whose color we are delighted.

Let us always live in the light

Of a world that is so amazing.

Our song now must be sung!

Rejoice! 

______________________________________

English text by Ryan Heller

Latin text and translation by Philip Barnes

2024
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Conductor score
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