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A GRITTY RESOLUTION

for SATB choir

Music by Melissa Dunphy

At first, [ was disgusted.

I was like, what the hell is this?
Why did you do this?

Why is this a thing?

It was like an hour after that

I fell in love with him.

A deranged orange lunatic,

a fuzzy eldritch horror,

a ghastly empty-eyed Muppet with a Delco beard,
a shaggy grotesquerie,

a non-binary leftist icon,

a raging id,

and an antihero.

Gritty floated from the rafters into our hearts and minds,
weaving his googly-eyed stare, maniacal smile,

and passion for hockey and hot dogs

into our deep subconscious.

We rose to his defense and claimed him as our own.

Gritty conveys the struggle of modern life under capitalism.
Gritty is a source of joy in a time of societal upheaval.

Like our steadfast commitment to justice in the face of adversity,
Gritty will not be mocked or stopped.

An acid trip of a mascot,

ridiculous, horrifying, unsettling, and absurd.
Sleep with one eye open tonight, bird.

Gritty may be a hideous monster,

but he is our own.

Adapted from “A Resolution” by Helen Gym,
Philadelphia City Councilmember At Large, October 25, 2018
by Melissa Dunphy, with assistance from Adah Kaplan

Cover image by Matt Dunphy
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