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Hervararkvida

(The Incantation of Hervor)

Text adapted from the Icelandic saga Hervarar saga ok Heidreks by Melissa Dunphy

I. To my mother

Mother, make haste,

hide my hair,

cut me a cloak and kirtle.

Wisest of women,

prepare me as you would a son.
The truth I seek is only in dreams.
There is no peace for me here.

I will seek out my slain kinsmen
I will claim their riches

as rightful heir,

if I survive.

Mother, make haste,

when morning comes,

I must depart.

No longer Hervor,

My name is Hervarth.

There is no peace for me here.

II. To a stranger

Shepherd, no, I shall not flee!
Shelter I'll deny.

Bring me to the burial mounds
where the sons of Arngrim lie.

I command a viking ship.
Hervarth is my name, my
crew and vessel bide off-shore.
Shepherd, no, I shall not fly!

Ghostly grave-fires fright' me not,
though your island blazes.

Long dead men shall never see
Hervarth quit or quaver!

Shepherd, here's a necklace dear —
I will give it to thee.

Guide me to the graveyard here.
Wherefore do you run from me?

Shepherd, fly! I shall not flee.
Coping with this coward

but serves to embolden me.
Brave, I seek my destiny!

III. To my father

Awaken, Angantyr!

I am Hervor,

the only daughter of you and my mother.
Give me the sword Tyrfing

which the dwarves once made for Svafrlami.

Hervardr, Hjorvardr, Hrani, Angantyr!
Sons of Arngrim,

men of evil,

Speak to me.

Prove yourselves

of stronger stuff

than mold and dust

beneath this mound.

Hervardr, Hjorvardr, Hrani, Angantyr!
Bring me the sword

that Dvalinn forged,

or I will curse you

with mounds of worms

and stinging ants

that swarm your flesh.

Who are dead men

to keep such a blade?

Hell's gate is lifting!

The grave yawns bright!
No infernal fire

will daunt my courage.
My father's ghost!

Give me the sword!

I will guard and wield it.
The flames subside...

I return to my ship,

the sword in hand.

I care not at all

how my sons shall strive beneath its burden.
May you all be at peace,

for I must depart.

I exist between worlds

when grave-fires burn around me.
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II. To a stranger
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