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Chorosynthesis Singers, Santa Monica College, & Connecticut College

World Premiere by Chorosynthesis Singers

Jeremiah Selvey and Wendy Moy, Co-Artistic Directors

3.  We Hold These Truths 

Text from the U.S. Declaration of Independence and by

Frances Harper and Zitkála-Šá 

  

We hold these truths.

[2]

  

You white women speak here of rights. I speak of 

wrongs.

[21]

 

O women of America! Demand justice, simple justice, as

the right of every race; and brand with everlasting infamy

the brutal cowardice that lynches, burns, and tortures

your own countrymen.

[22]

 

The time is here: for our own soul’s good, we must

acknowledge the American Indian.  

O sisters, work to that end, that the stain upon our

country in the treatment of my people may be wiped out.

[23]

 

AMENDMENT

Righting Our Wrongs

1.   The Quest 

Text by Stacey Abrams 

  

In this time of division and crisis, we must come

together and stand for, and with, one another. America

has stumbled time and again on its quest towards

justice and equality.

[1]

 

2.  All Men Are Created Equal 

Text by Melissa Dunphy

All men are created equal.

governments are instituted among men:

[2]

all free men 

having a sufficient evident common interest:

[3]

a fifty-acre freehold,

[4][5][6][7]

twenty-five acres improved,

[8]

one hundred acres unimproved,

[8]

a twenty-pound freehold,

[9]

sixty pounds of personal estate,

[10]

ten pounds,

[11]

forty pounds,

[4][12]

one hundred and thirty-four dollars,

[13]

thirty pounds current money,

[6]

fifty pounds proclamation money,

[14]

forty shillings annual rent,

[9]

 

forty shillings lawful-money,

[12]

three pounds annual value,

[10]

liable to pay tax,

[11]

of three shillings sterling,

[15]

a sum equal to the tax on fifty acres of land,

[5]

having maturity in years,

quiet and peaceable behavior,

a civil conversation,

and forty shillings freehold,

[16]

a free white person,

a person of good character,

[17]

male inhabitants,

[18]

and their eldest sons,

[3]

 

provided such persons shall have paid their poll tax,

[19]

able to read and write any section of the constitution

in the English language,

[19]

twenty-one years of age,

[18]

free, white, male.

[20]
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6.  Amendment 

Text by Stacey Abrams and from the 19th

Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 

  

Spoken: The right of citizens of the United States to

vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United

States or by any state on account of sex.

[31]

 

  

Sung: In this time of division and crisis, we must

come together and stand for, and with, one another.

America has stumbled time and again on its quest

towards justice and equality; but with each

generation, we have revisited our fundamental truths,

and where we falter, we make amends.

[32]

 

[26]

 Ida B. Wells, “How Enfranchisement Stops Lynchings.” Essay

for Original Rights Magazine,1910 

[27] 

Stacey Abrams, “Democratic Response to the State of the Union

Address.” 2019

[28]

 Francis Bellamy, “The Pledge of Allegiance.” 1971 

[29]

 Astrid Silva, “Democratic Response to President Donald

Trump’s First Congressional Joint Address.” Speech given in

Spanish with an English translation made available through The

Washington Post, 2017 

[30]

 Mary Church Terrell, “The Progress of Colored Women.”

Speech given at the National American Women’s Suffrage

Association,1898 

[31]

 19th Amendment to the US Constitution, 1920 

[32]

 Stacey Abrams, “Democratic Response to the State of the

Union Address.” 2019
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© Copyright 2020 Dunphy, Moy, Pennington, Pierson, & Selvey

4.  Identity Politics 

Text by Stacey Abrams, Melissa Dunphy, and Ida B.

Wells

  

With no sacredness of the ballot 

there can be no sacredness of human life itself.

[26]

 

  

Our rights depend: 

On whether we live in the right state, 

On where we were born, 

On how or when our families arrived,

On whether we can afford valid ID,

On whether that ID matches our gender, 

On the lawyers we can afford, 

On whether the criminal justice system 

has convicted us of certain crimes under the law,

a system that targets some of us 

more than others.

  

This is the next battle for our democracy, 

one where all [eligible] citizens can have their say 

about the vision we want for our country.

[27]

 

  

Our rights depend: 

On whether we have the time to stand in line 

for hours on a weekday, 

On whether our names were purged from the rolls, 

On whether our votes are spoiled 

and left in uncounted piles. 

  

Our rights depend 

On whether America can live up to its promises 

Of equality 

And liberty and justice for all.

© Copyright 2020 Melissa Dunphy, used with permission 

5.  Pledging Allegiance  

Text by Francis Bellamy, Astrid Silva, and Mary Church

Terrell 

  

With liberty and justice for all.

[28]

  

We know the wind blows words away. 

Actions are what matter

[29]

 

And so, lifting as we climb, onward and upward we go.

With courage born of past success, with a keen sense of

responsibility, we look forward, to a future large with

promise and hope.

[30]
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A.

T.

B.

Red.

Vc.

men. Gov ern- ments- are in sti- tut- ed- a mong- men.
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Vc.
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ty- pounds of
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S.

A.

T.

B.

Red.

Vc.

shil lings- law ful- mon ey,- three

mf

pounds an nual- val ue,- a sum e qual- to the tax on fif ty- a cres- of land,

34

an nual- rent,

mf
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Vc.

land, and for ty- shil lings-
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Vc.
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Red.

Vc.
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- jus tice,- sim

mp

ple- jus tice.- Oo,
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p
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know the wind blows words a way,- and act ions- are what mat ter.-
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BASS

Reduction

Cello

In
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this time of di vi- sion- and cri sis,- we

mp

must

Solemnly q.=40

In
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We must

Solemnly q.=40
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Solemnly q.=40
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come to geth- er- and stand, stand
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for and with one an-
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Music by Melissa Dunphy

6. Amendment

Text from the 19th Amendment to the US 

Constitution and by Stacey Abrams

Spoken before singing: The right of citizens of the United States to vote 

                                  shall not be denied or abridged by the United States 

                                  or by any state on account of sex.
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